Village of New Athens
Committee of the Whole Meeting
09/28/2026
6:30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Arlene Geppert. Those in attendance were Rich Stoops, John Feder, Steve Newbold, and Ryan Heinecke. Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk, Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works, Police Chief Jake Renner and Edd Cockrell, Jr., EMA Coordinator were also present.

Streets and Alleys – The Board discussed the mosquito sprayer. Don Carroll said it was not working right and did not know if the board wanted to continue spraying. Trustee Feder asked how effective the spraying is. Carroll said he does not know but will talk to his guys to see what they think. Mayor Newbold suggested Carroll get some quotes on repairing the existing one and a new one.

Finance and Audit – Nothing to report.

Water and Sewer – Nothing to report.

Personnel – The Clerk advised the Board that it is time to renew the health insurance plan. She stated that she and the mayor met with a representative from Lowery Benefits to discuss options. There were no other options. The current plan is going 29.8%.

It was suggested to put the plan on the agenda for the next board meeting.

Police – Chief Renner said that someone donated $2,500 to the police department and Tim Kappert is donating $15,000 to the department. He stated the police savings account has over $15,000 in it as well. They would need about $30,000 more for a new vehicle and accessories. Renner said Ed Morse needs some sort of acknowledgement to get the ball rolling. He said it does not mean we are purchasing the vehicle right now. Mayor Newbold told Renner to tell them we are interested.

Trustee Feder asked about the Dodge Charger and what the verdict was on that. Renner said Ed Morse said it cost $6,500 to repair and that is no guarantee it would be fixed for long. The Board discussed different options whether to purchase an SUV or a truck. Renner thought an SUV would be better and Feder thought a truck would hold its value longer. The mayor suggested putting the SUV on the agenda for the next board meeting.

Renner said he has someone of interest in the other full-time position. He does not have the academy yet. The cost to send him would be reimbursed 100% and the employee would sign a three-year contract with the Village. Someone else had applied for a position that used to work here part-time some years back. His name is Jim Murray. Renner said he also worked at Glen Carbon for ten years.


The mayor said he would like to add additional hours to the police department’s time off schedule. They work twelve-hour shifts and when they use a day, they go through it quicker. He said he checked with Freeburg, Smithton and Red Bud and they do it the way we are currently doing it. It was also discussed to give new employees forty hours of vacation time after six months of employment instead of a year. It was advised for the Clerk add this to the next board meeting agenda.

Public Property and Parks – Edd Cockrell, Jr. thanked the Board for allowing him to use the park for the food truck Fridays and movies. He said the first one was last Friday and it was a success.

Cemetery – Nothing to report.

Ordinance – Nothing to report.

Improvement and Grants – The Clerk is going to put together the letters and address list for the IGD grant and she will check with Lisa Ludwig to see what all must be done to get started.

Public Safety – Nothing to report.

Marina – Don Carroll wants to add more lighting for the campground. The cost for what he wants to do with this is $100. Trustee Feder said to go on and purchase the lights. 

Carroll said that to add more campsites to the campground we will need more water and sewer lines and electricity. He is not sure our guys can do this and if the Board is serious about pursuing this, they may want to subcontract it out. It was suggested to wait until next summer to revisit.

The Board discussed adding handicapped campsites. It was advised to check the guidelines for handicapped sites before moving forward.

Other Business – The Board had previously discussed the franchise agreement with Ameren that will be expiring next year. Mayor Newbold suggested putting it on the agenda for the next regular board meeting.

Trustee Heinecke had a representative from Geotab reach out to him to see if the Village was interested  in the GPS system they previously discussed. Chief Renner said the system they are currently using through 10-8 Video does the same thing as the Geotab. 

A representative from MidAmerica Web Solutions contacted the Clerk about redoing our website. The cost was a $6,000 set-up fee, then $30 per month. She believes CompuType gave him our information. The Clerk thought CompuType was interested in doing this and did not know it was an outside source. She will check with CompuType to find out for sure.

There being no further business and the meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m.

Steve Newbold, Village President					Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk 
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